In The Claims 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A mounting arrangement for at least one 
optical component (14 to 18) in a planar lightwave circuit, the arrangement 
i nc l ud i ng comprising : 

[[-]] a substrate (40), 

[[-]] an input optical fiber (42) associated with said substrate £40), ami 
[[-]] an output optical waveguide (20) manufactur e d in a given set of planar 
layers of said substrate (40), and 

[[-]] said at least one optical component (14 to 18) mount e d being 
mountable on said substrate (40) to transmit optical radiation from said input 
optical fiber (42) to said output optical waveguide (20), 

character i z e d in that wherein the arrangement comprises one of: 
[[-]] a length of optical waveguide (22) manuf a ctur e d on said substrate 
(40) in the same planar layers of said output optical waveguide (20), said length 
of optical waveguide (22) being interposed between said input optical fiber (42) 
and said at least one optical component (14, 16, 18), wh o r o by so that said at 
least one optical component (14, 16, 18) is can be interposed between said 
length of optical waveguide (22) and said output optical waveguide (20) , and 

[[-]] a length of optical fiber (24) associated to said substrate (40) between 
said at least one optical component (1 4 , 16, 18) and said output optical 
waveguide (20), wh o r o by so that said at least one optical component (14, 16, 
18) i s can be interposed between said input optical fiber (42) and said length of 
optical fiber (24). 

2. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 1 , charact e r i z e d i n 
that wherein said substrate (40) is a silicon optical bench (SiOB) support (40). 
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3. (Currently amended) The arrangement of ei ther of c l a i ms 1 or 2, 
charact e riz e d i n that claim 1 , wherein said substrate (10) includ e s comprises at 
least one V-groove (12a, 24a) prov i ded thoro i n for receiving at least one of said 
input optical fiber (43) and said length of optical fiber {24). 

4. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 3, charact e r i zed in 
that wherein said the substrate (10) inc l udes comprises respective V-grooves 
(12a, 2 4 a) for receiving said input optical fiber (42) and said length of optical 
fiber (24), respectively, and in that said respective V-grooves (12a, 24a) hav o 
having the same geometry. 

5. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 1 , charactor i zod in 
that i t inc l udes wherein said input optical fiber (42) is associated with said 
substrate (43) and said length of optical fiber (24), and in that wherein said 
input optical fiber (42) and said length of optical fiber (24) are from the same 
fiber batch. 

6. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 1 , charact e r i zed i n 
that wherein said input optical fiber (43) and said length of optical fiber (24) 
have respective end surfaces^ and in that said respective end surfaces afe 
prov i d e d w i th comprising an anti-reflective coating. 

7. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 1 , characterizod i n 
that it inc l udes tho wherein said output optical waveguide (20) and said length 
of optical waveguide (22) are aligned along an input-to-output propagation path 
and hav i ng rospoctiv e ond surfac e s, and in that said e nd surf a c e s ar e offs e t to 
th e p e rp e nd i cu l ar to sa i d propagat i on path . 
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8. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 7, charact o r i z o d in 
thatr wherein said respective end surfaces being are offset to the perpendicular 
to said input-to-output propagation path, the propagation path of radiation 
through said at least one optical component (14, 16, 18) is at an angle with 
respect to said main input-to-output propagation path. 

9. (Currently amended) The arrangement of any of tho pr e v i ous 
c la ims, charact e r i zod in that claim 1 , wherein said at least one optical 
component (1 4 to 18) i nc l udes comprises an optical isolator (16) int e rpos e d 
b e tw oo n associat o d i nput (14) and output (18) opt i cal systems. 

10. (Currently amended) The arrangement of claim 9, charact o riz o d in 
that wherein said optical isolator (46) is optimised for focused beams. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The arrangement of any of th o pr e v i ous 
c l aims, charact e riz e d in that claim 1, wherein said at least one optical 
component (1 4 to 18) inc l ud e s comprises an optical filte r (16) i nt e rpos e d 
b e twoon associatod i nput (14) and output (18) opt i cal systems. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The arrangement of a ny of cla i ms 8 to 11, 
charactor i z e d in that sa i d th o r e spect i v o i nput and output l ons e s (14, 18) aro 
claim 1. wherein said at least one optical component comprises at least one 
spherical or ball l ens o s lens . 

1 3. (Currently amended) The arrangement of any of tho pr e vious 
c l a i ms, charactor i zod in that claim 12, sa i d opt i ca l compon o nt i nc l udos at l o ast 
on e s ph e rica l or ba l l l e ns (14,18) and in that wherein said the substrate (40) 
inc l ud e s comprises at least pyramidal hole (1 4 a) for receiving said at least one 
spherical or ball lens (1 4 , 18) . 
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14. (Currently amended) The arrangement of any of th e prev i ous 
c l a i ms, charact e riz e d i n that claim 1, wherein said at least one optical 
component comprises a symmetrical optical system (14, 16, 18) having an 
internal image. 
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